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The bond of fellowship in this church 
shall be a common purpose to do the 
will of God as Jesus revealed it and to 
co-operate in establishing the Kingdom 
for which he lived and died. 


To that end we avow our faith in 


God as Eternal and All-conquering 
Love, 


The spiritual leadership of Jesus, 


The supreme worth of every human 
personality, 

The authority of truth known or to be 
known, 


And in the power of men of good will 
and sacrificial spirit to overcome all 
evil and progressively establish the 
Kingdom of God. 


Neither this nor any other statement 
shall be imposed as a creedal test, provided 
that the faith thus indicated be professed. 


The conditions of fellowship in the 
church shall be acceptance of the principles 
of the Universalist faith and acknowledg- 
ment of the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of 
The Universalist Church of America. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


On the cover we are proud and happy to present to the 
Universalist Fellowship Rozelle Royall of Clinton, North 
Carolina, the new president of our Universalist Youth 
Fellowship. Rozelle is a Junior at the Women’s College 
of the University of North Carolina. 

William W. Lewis, Minister of the federated Univer- 
salist-Unitarian Church of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
and Superintendent of New Hampshire Universalist 
Churches, as Chairman of the sub committee on Drafting, 
has sent us this complete Report of the Foint Unitarian- 
Universalist Commission on Church Union. In spite of 
the severe space limitations of this number of the paper, 
we are printing the report in full because of its very great 
importance to all American liberals. We urge all Uni- 
versalists to read this document carefully. We hope, also, 
that even within the brief time between now and the 
Portland General Assembly that local Universalist 
Churches will discuss the report. 

Charles B. Newhall of Lynn, Massachusetts, sent us the 
statement on the Proposed Changes in Article Seven of the 
Fellowship Laws. 


By Our Fruits We Shall Be Known 
The Report of the Board of the Department of Survey 


and Evaluation has been prepared with considerable care 
and represents the thinking of a large number of persons. 
It will be before the General Assembly as a special order 
of business. 

Assembly delegates are urged to study both reports and 
go to Portland prepared to speak the voice of the parishes 
they represent. Debate will be limited that all may have 
a chance to be heard. 

The board particularly asks that caution and due regard 
for accuracy be preserved in the disposition of Article 
VII of the Laws of Fellowship. To argue that this is 
radical demand to disclaim our Christian heritage will 
bring confusion and disorder upon our Assembly. It is 
not the casein point. Indeed, the matter of heritage is not 
a debatable point. An heritage i is set for us and not dy us. 
It is plainly a matter of record that we ordain our min- 
isters to our own fellowship, and not to any other branch 
of Protestantism. If there is any ultra-liberal “implica- 
tion” in the change, the prompters of the measure should 
be accorded the same privilege as the ultra-conservative 

“implication” in the present wording. The board holds 
that this is not a question of theology, however, but of 
accuracy of statement. 

We have a rich heritage in our “freedom of belief”, but 
it is by our fruits that we shall be known. 

Ipa M. Fotsom, Chairman 
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Pass the Survey Report Sections on 
Organization — Refer the Sections on 
Preamble and Ordination 


eae editor of this paper erred in advocating the 
4 referral of the entire Report of the Department 
of Survey and Evaluation back to its framers by the 
forthcoming General Assembly of The Universalist 
Church of America. Quite frankly this was a stupid 
blunder with which the associate editors should not 
be charged. 

This we say in justice to a hard working commit- 
tee of old and valued fellowworkers, and in reply 
to their letter which appears in full below. 

We did mean, and we still mean, that we most 
earnestly believe that the sections proposing to de- 


-lete the descriptive ‘‘Christian” from our purpose 


and our ordination conditions should be referred 
without debate to the committee for further study 
_ and education. 
The Committee’s letter appears below: 


To the Editors: 

We want you to know that we are disturbed by and 
resentful of your joint editorial in the last number of the 
Leader. 

The Survey Committee was authorized by vote of the 
General Assembly in 1949. During the months since our 

assignment, we have held several meetings and have 
tried to carry out the will of the General Assembly. 
Anticipating the desire of the Church to operate its 
_affairs on the “departmental” plan, the board of trustees 
of The Universalist Church of America has, as you must 
know, presumed upon the acceptance of the Survey 
Committee report presented at the 1949 Assembly, and 
is already operating according to this plan. 

_ The Survey Committee is prepared to make recom- 
“mendations of changes in By-laws at the 1951 General 
Assembly designed to bring our procedures into con- 
Bescus with the plan already operating. 


August, 1951 


Will you please answer for us the following questions: 
(1) Are you, as an editor of The Christian Leader opposed 
to the commitment already made by the 1949 General 
Assembly in favor of operating the program of the 
U. C. A. on the “Departmental plan’’? (2) Do you 
favor continuing operating on the plan without provi- 
sions for it in the By-laws? (3) Do you propose that the 
entire plan be abandoned and the U. C.A. returned to 
such procedures as were in operation prior to the 1949 
General Assembly? 

We understand, of course, the unofficial character of 
the Leader amd the right of the editors to state their 
opinions. Nevertheless, the suggestion that the report 
of the Survey Committee is not among the important or 
“first things” to which the General Assembly should give 
attention, and the impression your joint statement car- 
ries that there is something insidious and contentious to 
be offered likely to disturb the harmony among us, 
arouses against the report an unwarranted suspicion of 
our mission which, in the interest of harmony, the As- 
sembly, we are convinced, can ill afford. 

Your candid answer to the three questions herewith 
submitted will give to us some hint as to what we may 
expect in the August issue of the Leader, and indicate 
what steps should be taken to counteract what influence 
you may have already made in confusing the delegates 
coming to the Portland Assembly. 


As for the main body of the report itself, we be- 
lieve it should and can be passed with little debate. 
The substance of this matter deals, as the com- 
mittee’s letter points out, with legislative imple- 
menting of the process of departmentalizing our 
church structure. Most of the procedure has been 
in operation provisionally since the last General 
Assembly. 

Going back to the original matter that distressed 
and still distresses your editors, we reiterate that 
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we most earnestly believe that the proposals for 
changing our preamble and our ordination condi- 
tions are, at the moment, the subject of far too 
much misunderstanding and, indeed, some misin- 
formation to be debated or brought to vote at this 
assembly. We believe that the committee should 
submit these proposed changes for study by every 
local Universalist Church for the full period of a 
biennium before presenting them for debate and 
vote. Out of such a study we believe would come 
great good to all of us. 


Mr. Newhall’s Statement 


The statement which is printed elsewhere in this 
number, and which carries the signature of several 
Universalist churches, gives all too lively evidence 
of the misunderstanding and misinformation which 
is abroad about these proposed changes. This 
statement which came to us, with request to print, 
from Mr. Charles B. Newhall bases its case on the 
assumption that a letter from Mr. Frederick 
Perkins, Chairman of the Central Fellowship Com- 
mittee, is law. This it cannot be in the nature of 
the case. The letter replied to a hypothetical ques- 
tion; but the reply did not come as the result of a 
meeting of the Central Fellowship Committee or 
any opportunity for its members to discuss the 
hypothetical question. 

We speak the truth in love as we see it and with 
complete confidence in the full integrity of any or 
all opponents. So speaking, we urge that those 
sections of the Report of the Committee on Survey 
and Evaluation which propose changes in our pre- 
amble and in our conditions of ordination be re- 
ferred by the committee to every Universalist 
Church for a two-year study. 


OUR YOUTH COULD TEACH US 
HOW TO RUN A CONVENTION 


if was two conventions and an intensive study 
institute all rolled into one, and the delegates 
stayed at their sessions and workshops overtime! 
What and where was this? It was the joint na- 
tional conventions of the Universalist ‘Youth Fel- 
lowship and the American Unitarian Youth Fellow- 
ship at Lake Winnipesaukee, June 25-30 last. Here 
more than a hundred and fifty Universalist and 
Unitarian young people, their numbers augmented 
by numerous frequent visitors, held separate busi- 
ness sessions and joint workshop and commission 
meetings. 
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To spend a week with those young people as 
workshop leader and convention auditor is to work 
right hard (if one be tired and middle aged at the 
end of a season); but far more important to the 
middle-aged visitor is the healthy readjustment of 
perspective which this fellowship with youth gives. 
Tired caution and incipient defeatism are shown up 
for the foolish things they are in fellowship with 
these intelligent and hard working youngsters. 
When one has to close off an hour-and-a-half work- 
shop period on liberal philosophies after it has run 
thirty-five minutes overtime, one knows the real 
joy of teaching. Fatigue under such circumstances 
is happy fatigue. Such was our experience. 

This joint convention resulted, among other 
things, in both Universalist and Unitarian organ- 
ized youth voting formally that “organic union” of 
these bodies be set up as a “long range goal”. The 
young people, like their elders, have had a joint 
commission working on the project. With all due 
respect to our contemporaries, we believe that the 
young people are doing a better job with the prob- 
lem of union. They have approached it realistically 
and with nothing less than amazing deliberation. 
They have a three-year schedule of education and 
functional activities laid out ahead. Not even the 
enthusiastic. free-wheeling generalizations of some 
of their elders disturbed the orderly procedure of 
the young people’s planning. We predict for them 
success. 

Indeed, the conduct of both these youth conven- 
tions stirred our admiration in almost every respect. 
We seriously believe that our youth could teach the 
elder generation something about running church 
conventions. These young people either take the 
democratic process more seriously than we do or 
else they believe in it more profoundly than we who 
are older. Perhaps there is a little of both these 
elements that adults have lost in these dreadful 
days of authoritarianism. Anyhow, we suggest 
more adult auditors to be admitted only on condi- 
tion that they agree to remain silent and let the 
kids run their.own show. Youth always needs our 
friendship but never at the price of suffering our 
interference. | 

We cannot close this commentary without a sa- 
lute to Charles Collier and Charles Harding retiring 
after several terms as president and treasurer re- 
spectively. Both of these young men, busy grad- 
uate students, have worked loyally and effectively 
strengthening our youth fellowship during a pecul- 
iarly trying period. They have earned the grati- 
tude of the Universalist fellowship. mat” | 


The Christian Leader 


Report of the Joint Unitarian-Universalist 
Commission on Church Union 


SECTION I. OUR ASSIGNMENT 

Following a resolution passed by the biennial 
meetings of both the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion and The Universalist Church of America in 
1949, the majority of the parish churches of both 
bodies voted on or before June 1, 1950 that they 
wished “to study and consider the possibility of 
federal union of their two national bodies”. It is 
important to remember that our Joint Commission 
was called into being by a mandate from the ma- 
jority of the parish churches of both bodies. 

In response to this mandate, the Board of Direc- 
tors of the American Unitarian Association and the 
Board of Trustees of The Universalist Church of 
America appointed a Joint Unitarian-Universalist 
Commission on Church Union, with the following 
instructions from the resolution passed by the 
biennial meetings in 1949: “Provide for the appoint- 
ment of a representative Commission on Church 
Union which shall in cooperation with the officers 
of both organizations: 

“A. Develop a comprehensive plan for the federal 
union of all administrative and service agencies 
and all affiliated organizations above the level 
of the parish churches; 

“B. Develop a comprehensive educational pro- 
gram toward this end on all levels, including 
the parish churches; 

“C. Submit this plan and program to the General 
Conference of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation and The Universalist Church of 
America at their respective meetings in 1951, 
or as soon thereafter as possible.” 

It is well to bear in mind the following statement 
from that resolution of 1949: 

“We believe that churches of free faith and con- 
gregational polity are guardians of a sacred heritage 
of religious freedom, not only for the whole of Chris- 
tendom, but for the whole family of the world’s 
living religions, and for democratic society and all 
men who love freedom, everywhere . . . 

_ “The steps looking toward federal union of our 

two denominations are proposed in our belief that 

the time has come for all free churches and denomi- 

ations in America to unite in one larger fellowship 

of free an|d democratic churches, based upon 
edom of faith and congregational polity. 


‘We propose federal union of our two denomi- 
nations as a demonstration of our faith in this 
wider and more inclusive fellowship and as a step 
toward it. 

“At each step on the way we invite and welcome 
the free and equal participation of all churches and 
denominations which share these basic principles 


” 


SECTION II. FEDERAL UNION 


Unitarian and Universalist parish churches are 
congregational in polity. Congregational polity is 
based upon two principles: 1. the self-government 
or autonomy of individual parish churches; 2. the 
voluntary association of self-governing parish 
churches in administrative and service agencies for 
the more effective accomplishment of their common 
purposes. Federal union is the organized expression 
of this second principle. The present state, regional, 
and continental organizations of the American 
Unitarian Association and The Universalist Church 
of America are all examples of such federal union. 

In the framework of our assignment, federal union 
means the delegation of certain functions and 
powers now exercised by the American Unitarian 
Association and the Universalist Church of America 
to a new joint administration representing the com- 
bined interests of the parish churches of both bodies. 
This principle, applied here to our continental 
bodies, applies’ equally to state, regional, and 
affliated organizations. 

We conceive of this delegation of functions and 
powers as a process of growth through which we 
may move by mutual consent and purpose from the 
two federal unions, the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion and The Universalist Church of America, to one 
comprehending federal union, responsible, as these 
two are now responsible, to the self-governing 
Unitarian and Universalist parish churches of 
America. 

Already the parish churches of both bodies are 
virtually at one in purpose, in polity, and in faith. 
Already in several areas of the work of their two 
associations, cooperation has advanced to that point 
at which this work can now be done more effectively 
in common. This is true particularly in the im- 
portant fields of religious education and youth work 
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which represents the growing edge of our common 
future. x 

Such federation’ of our common work, if it is to be 
genuine,must be related toacomprehensive structure 
of federal administration. As the initial step in this 
process of growth, we are proposing the creation of a 
voluntary institutional frame-work for federal 
union to which federation in specific areas of our 
work will be related, and federation now in certain 
areas of our work, where such work may now be 
done more effectively in common. 


SECTION III. THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 


1. The creation of a voluntary institutional frame- 
work for federal union. 

a. When the parish churches of the American 
Unitarian Association and the Universalist 
Church of America have ratified this plan, 
their representatives at meetings of their 
respective assemblies shall elect an equal 
number of members to serve as a Joint Board 
of Administration for federal union; and 

b. The two assemblies shall instruct their re- 
spective boards to appoint a Joint Commission 
to draw up a constitution and by-laws for the 
federal administration, under which, when 
adopted by both bodies, the Joint Board of 
Administration for federal union shall have 
power to elect its own officers, appoint such 
committees, employ such’ executive directors 
and otherwise provide for the fulfillment of 
such functions and powers as shall be dele- 
gated to it. 

2. The federation of areas of our common work where 
cooperation has already advanced to that point at 
which it can be done in common more effectively 
under one federal administration, or where it 15 
mutually conceded that it can so be more effectively 
done; and the delegation of functions and powers 
in these areas to the new federal administration. 

a. Upon the ratification of this plan by the parish 
churches, the two denominations shall delegate 
to this new federal administration the functions 
and powers in the following areas of our work: 
Publications, Public Relations, and Educa- 
tion; and from time to time shall delegate to 
it such other functions and powers as the 
development of mutual cooperation in other 
areas of our work may justify; and 

b. The two denominations shall allocate funds to 
the new federal administration to implement 
the specific functions and powers delegated 
to it. This will be necessary until it is found 
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both possible and mutually desirable to 
federate the agencies now responsible for the 
finances of the two bodies. 

3. The careful study and determination of priorities 
among other areas of our work in which functions 
and powers should next be delegated to the new 
federal administration. 

a. The two denominations shall instruct their 
officers and boards to carry out this major 
objective; and 

b. The Joint Commission to draw up a constitu- 
tion and by-laws which shall provide for the es- 
tablishment of a Joint Planning Commission 
made up of representatives of the two denom- 
inations and of the new federal administration 
to study and advise in determining such 
priorities. 

4. The continuation of this process until we achieve 
comprehensive federal union in a united liberal 
church. 

5. The study and application of the same process of 
federalization to the affiliated organizations. 


SECTION IV. PROPOSED PROCEDURE 


The General Assembly of The Universalist Church 
of America and the General Conference of the 
American Unitarian Association at their respective 
meetings in 1951: 

1. Recommend to our constituent parish churches 
that they give careful study to the plan here set 
forth and that on or before June 1, 1953, they 
vote on the following proposition: 


VOTE OF CHURCHES 


We solemnly affirm our purpose to achieve; 
federal union of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation and The Universalist Church of America 
in all departments above the level of the parish. 
churches based upon the authority of self-gov- 
erning congregations dedicated to the advance- 
ment of liberal religion through the establish- 
ment and strengthening of free churches. 

To this end we approve the establishment of a 
federal administration to which the American 
Unitarian Association and The Universalist 
Church of America shall delegate functions and 
powers in those areas of our work which now can 
be best exercised jointly. We believe that this 
delegation of powers should now be made in the 
areas of publication, public relations, and edu- 
cation, and that following this it can be extended 
from time to time to all service agencies, ad- 
ministrative departments, and affiliated 
organizations above the level of the parish 
churches, thus forming one united liberal 
church. zs 


The Christian Leader 


We invite and welcome the free and equal 
participation of all churches and denomina- 
tions which share our basic principles of free 
faith and congregational polity and which seek 
the strength of broader fellowship based upon 
these principles. 

Note: (a) If and when this plan is approved by 
75% of the parish churches of each denomi- 
nation at duly constituted meetings of their 
voting members, by a vote of 75% of the 
members present and entitled to vote, the 
plan for the federal union of the administra- 
tive and service agencies and affiliated 
organizations above the level of the parish 
churches shall be put into effect. 

(b) At the May Meeting of the American 
Unitarian Association 1951, it was voted 
that if 60% of the churches vote on this plan, 
75% of the 60% is necessary for ratification 
of the plan for federal union. 

In other words, a 75% vote of the total 
number of churches of the American Uni- 
tarian Association is not necessary for the 
adoption of this plan. 

2. Instruct our respective boards to appoint interim 
commissions to serve until the Unitarian Biennial 
Conference and the Universalist General As- 
sembly of 1953, to cooperate with one another 
in conducting a comprehensive educational pro- 
gram on the proposed plan for federal union 
throughout each fellowship, to supervise the 
referendum among their respective churches, 
urging them to vote and report their vote on or 
before June 1, 1953. 

3. Instruct our respective boards to call our next 
biennial meetings at the same time and place, 
if possible, within the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts in 1953, detailed plans to be arranged 
by a joint program committee to be appointed 
not later than June 1, 1952. 

4. Instruct our respective boards to hold a joint 
meeting as soon as possible after the Unitarian 
Biennial Conference and the Universalist General 
Assembly of 1951, at which time they shall 
appoint a special joint committee to draft a 
constitution and by-laws for federal union set 
forth in Section 111 of this report. This joint 
committee shall report to the joint meeting in 
1953 and provide for the election of federal 
officers when a sufficient number of the parish 
churches of each body have voted favoring 
federal union. 

5. Recommend to our respective boards, our ad- 


Bin 1951 


i, 


ministrative officers, and to regional and state 
organizations the continued exploration of joint 
enterprises in other areas of our common work 
where cooperation may lead progressively to 
federal union. 

6. Commend the cooperative enterprises of the 
American Unitarian Youth and the Universalist 
Youth Fellowship, and recommend to them, to 
the Unitarian and Universalist Ministers Asso- 
ciations, to the Association of Universalist 
Women and the Unitarian Women’s Alliance, 
to the Unitarian Laymen’s League and Uni- 
versalist laymen, that they explore and develop 
the possibilities of federal union concurrent 
with its development in the Universalist Church 
of America and the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. 

Respectfully submitted by the Joint Commission, 


Edna P. Bruner 
(Secretary) 
William Roger Greeley 
(Vice-Chairman) 
Florence Hewitt 
William W. Lewis 
Robert MacPherson 
George N. Marshall 
Carl Olson 
(Vice-Chairman) 


OUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHERE 
IT BELONGS — AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE CHURCH YEAR 


A Ste national assemblies of our church are always 
more than business sessions. A certain amount 
of important legislative business always has to be 
transacted. The total gatherings offer a rich diet 
of education, inspiration and rewarding human 
fellowship. 

The General Assembly, opening at Portland, 
Maine, will be no exception to this. 

For many years there has been growing criticism 
of the practice of holding our biennial General As- 
semblies late in October. This because, just as the 
fall church programs are getting into full swing, key 
lay folk and ministers are called away from their 
churches for a week. The early date of this year’s 
Assembly makes it possible to attend without break- 
ing in on the opening fall program of the churches. 
It also allows the delegates to take the new ideas 
and teehniques, acquired at the assembly, directly 
back into the fall program of the local church. 
What could be better! . 


Leslie Pennington 
Leon Hopper- 

(Joan Prichard) 
Tracy M. Pullman 

(Chairman) 
Ellsworth C. Reamon 
Helen Robertson 
Clinton Lee Scott 
Albert F. Ziegler 
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Proposed Changes in Article VII 
of the Fellowship Laws 


a coming Portland convention of The Uni- 
versalist Church of America will be called upon 
to make one of the most far-reaching decisions in 
our history, namely, whether fundamental changes 
are to be enacted in Article VII of the Fellowship 
Laws as proposed by the Department of Survey 
and Evaluation and set forth in the June, 1951, 
issue of The Christian Leader (page 207). 

The provisions of Article VII of the Fellowship 
Laws govern ordination conferring fellowship in 
The Universalist Church of America. The pro- 
found effect of these provisions in determining who 
are to be the religious leaders of our parishes 
throughout the country cannot be over-emphasized. 

The presently existing basis of Universalist 
fellowship is clearly set forth in the followin 
excerpt from an opinion dated April 3, 1951 of the 
Central Committee of Fellowship: 

The letter of the law of the church, therefore, 
seems clear and in our opinion can lead to 
only one conclusion that The Universalist 
Church of America is a branch of the Christian 
church or, if one wishes a greater liberality of 
expression, at least in the Christian tradition. 
We believe there is no ambiguity in the letter 
of our fundamental law in this regard. If any- 
one should, however, find any ambiguity there 
it would, of course, have to be interpreted in 
the light of our historical background. And it 
is submitted that it is crystal clear that the 
Universalist denomination has from the very 
beginning been regarded as Christian. The 
characteristics distinguishing it from other 
Christian denominations were well stated by Dr. 
Frederic W. Perkins as two in number. “One 
is a continuous and unbroken faith in the love 
of God for all His children and the sure ful- 
fillment of His purpose to save them. Another 
continuous feature of our doctrinal history is 
that all our declarations, from Philadelphia 
to Washington, have endeavored to combine 
the proclamation of definite convictions with 
insistence on the right of intellectual and | 
spiritual freedom.” The very term “Uni- 
versalist” has had a definite and clear meaning 
in ecclesiastical circles. Dr. William E. Gilroy, 
formerly the editor of Advance, has stated that 
he believes there are more Universalists 
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in‘ the Congregational Church than there are 
in the Universalist Church. It is not our 
purpose to agree or disagree with him. We 
cite his opinion as indicating a certain point of 
view possessed by liberal Christians, but not 
something outside the Christian church or 
tradition. We are aware of the fact that some 
in recent times have given a broader definition 
to the fundamental portion of our name and 
as a liberal people we have no quarrel with 
them. As indicated above, it has been one of 
our fundamental characteristics that such 
liberality of interpretation should be present. 

It seems clear, however, from our history and 

our governing pronouncements that this inter- 

pretation must be the individual’s interpreta- 
tion of the word “Christian” and cannot reason- 
ably include the right to result in a non- 

Christian or unchristian concept.. 

In support of its opinion, the Central Fellowship 
Committee quotes pertinent language from the 
New York Charter of The Universalist Church of 
America and from the preamble and Article II of 
its By-laws, as well as the following present pro- 
visions of Article VII of the Fellowship Laws: 

Article VII — Ordination 

1. Ordination to the Christian ministry may 
-be conferred on application by a parish for the 
ordination of a pastor-elect, or on a candidate’s 
personal application, by the Committee of 
Fellowship having jurisdiction . . 

2. An Ordination Vow of faithfulness to 
the Christian ministry and to the Universalist 
Church shall be included in the service of 
ordination. The following is suggested: ‘In 
the presence of Almighty God and this congre- 
gation I pledge my service to the ministry of 
the gospel of Fesus Christ, as proclaimed by the 
Universalist Church; and I promise a cheerful 
support of its laws and constituted authorities.” 
The changes in Article VII of the Fellowship 

Laws proposed by the Department of Survey and 
Evaluation would make the above-quoted language 
read as follows: 

Article VII — Ordination 

1. Ordination to the Universalist ministry 
may be conferred on application by a parish 
for the ordination of a pastor-elect, or on a 
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candidate’s personal application, by the Com- 

mittee of Fellowship having jurisdiction. . . . 

2. An Ordination Vow of faithfulness to the 
Universalist ministry and to the Universalist 
Church shall be included in the service of 
ordination. The following is suggested: 

“T pledge my service to the ministry of the 
Universalist Church, and I promise obedience 
to its laws and constituted authorities.” 

It is vitally important that these proposed 
changes should wot be made. 

The Universalist Church is either a branch of the 
Christian church, as stated in the opinion of the 
Central Fellowship Committee, or it 1s not. 

If the Universalist Church is a branch of the 
Christian church, no purpose is served by making 
the above proposed changes. The liberality of 
interpretation as to the word “Christian” as used 
in the Fellowship Laws is already sufficiently 
indicated in the following language from the Bond 
of Fellowship and Statements of Faith in Article 
II of the By-laws of The Universalist Church of 
America: 

1. The bond of fellowship in The Univer- 
salist Church of America shall be a common 
purpose to do the will of God as Jesus revealed 
it and to co-operate in establishing the kingdom 
for which he lived and died. 

To that end we avow our faith in God as 
Eternal and All-conquering Love, in the 
spiritual leadership of Jesus, in the supreme 
worth of every human personality, in the 
authority of truth known or to be known, and 
in the power of men of good will and sacrificial 
spirit to overcome all evil and progressively 
establish the kingdom of God. Neither this 
nor any other statement shall be imposed as a 

_creedal test, provided that the faith thus 
indicated be professed. 

On the other hand, if the proposed changes are 
made, the provisions of Article VII will be subject 
to the interpretation that the Universalist Church 
is not a branch of the Christian church, but rather 
a “church universal”, with neither tradition nor 
acceptance. The substitution of “Universalist” 
for “Christian” in Article VII will be subject to 
the construction that a distinction is thereby 
intended to be made between these two words, 
and that the Universalist Church no longer con- 
siders itself within the Christian fold. 

_ As the situation now stands, without any change 
in Article VII, complete freedom is allowed within 
the broad limits set forth in the above-quoted 
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provisions from the Bond of Fellowship and State- 
ments of Faith. Also, the purpose remains as set 
forth in Section 2 of the Charter of The Universalist 
Church of America: “To promote harmony among 
adherents of all religious faiths, whether Christian 
or otherwise.” However, if the proposed changes 
are made, and the present Statements are deemed 
to be no longer applicable, we will no longer have 
any religious organization at all, but merely a 
heterogeneous group. 

It seems obvious from our history and from our 
present location within Protestantism that we 
have been and still are a Christian church of the 
liberal free church tradition. It is and has been the 
historic task of our church to liberalize and keep 
the element of freedom pure and undefiled within 
the body of Christendom. These proposed changes 
would seem to sever our present fellowship within 
Protestantism and therefore destroy our strategic 
position along with our historic task. 

Accordingly, the delegates to the Portland 
Biennial General Assembly must make a choice 
between these two sharply defined alternatives. 
Either, on the one hand, the Universalist Church 
will continue in the future as it has,in the past, 
namely, as a branch of the Christian church, with 
all of the freedom allowed by our Bond of Fellow- 
ship and Statements of Faith, or it will become a 
formless group with which anyone can be in fellow- 
ship, regardless of his belief, or even if he has no 
belief. 


MURRAY UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF 
ATTLEBORO, MASS. 

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, UNIVER- 
SALIST, OF CHELSEA 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF 
FITCHBURG 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF 
FRAMINGHAM 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 
LAWRENCE 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF LYNN 

FIRST PARISH IN MALDEN, UNIVERSAL- 
IST 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF 
MEDFORD 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF 
MELROSE 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN 
SALEM 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF 
SOMERVILLE 
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-. Reactions Of Our Readers 


PULL UP THE ANCHOR 
THROW AWAY THE RUDDER 


To the Editor: 

Well, sir, I see by your fine journal that Universalists 
are at last planning to sever their tenuous tie with Chris- 
tianity. In the proposed amendments to the Laws of 
Fellowship, Government and Discipline submitted by the 
Department of Survey and Evaluat‘on—which has 
doubtless surveyed every church in our fellowship on 
this subject except the one I serve—our ministers will 
henceforth be Universalists first and last. Whether or 
not they consider themselves to be Christian is to be 
apparently a matter of no concern. Would it not be well 
for us to reorganize our ministry after the order of Mel- 
chisidec: “Without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of 
life 

For your enlightenment here are some juicy phrases 
from the suggested amendments. “Amend Article VII 
as follows . . . substitute ‘Universalist’ for ‘Christian’, 
so that this sentence shall read: ‘Ordination to the Uni- 
versalist ministry may be conferred on application, etc’.” 
The previous vow of ordination suggested for use read, 
“In the presence of Almighty God and this congregation 
I pledge my service to the ministry of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as proclaimed by the Universalist Church; 
and I promise a cheerful support of its laws and con- 
stituted authorities.” The amended form would read, 
“I pledge my service to the ministry of the Universalist 
Church, and I promise obedience to its laws and con- 
stituted authorities.” 

Now, I have no doubt that these suggested amend- 
ments will all pass. “‘A foolish consistency is the hob- 
goblin of little minds; progress demands that we break 
with tradition; forward through the ages; strike while the 
iron is hot; the past lies behind us and the future lies 
before us; etc.’’ Of course such oratory carries everything 
before it. 

I would submit however, that this oratorical bit will 
slay ’em. It ends fervently: “We drew a circle that took 
him in.” There’s the keynote! What we are doing, ladies 
and gentlemen, in passing these needed changes in the 
ancient code of 1949 is for the kingdom of God, in which 
“there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and un- 
circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free men. . .” 
But I forgot, didn’t 1? Those words come from a little 
read but frequently quoted collection called the New 
Testament. One must be careful of his sources. Well, 
let me try again. What we are doing in passing these 
needed amendments is laying a religious foundation for 
One World. This is the brave new world which has been 
served in recent years by those good people (not neces- 
sary to name them) who have fed the hungry, given drink 
to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger and clothed the 
naked. Of course they were all universalists. And they 
are the ones, no doubt, who, hearing that magic word, 
will abandon all thought of Christianity and flock to our 
banner. 

Why not be courageous, O ye of the D.S. & E.!. Why 


not devise a resolution reading something like this: 
“‘Whereas, We Universalists having discovered nothing 
Christian in Christianity, Be it hereby resolved that we 
abandon Christianity and seek the universal in Uni-_ 
versalism.”” 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Harmon M. Genr 


POSTPONE ACTION ON TERMINOLOGY 


To the Editor: i 

I suggest that the question of changing the word 
Christian to Universalist in our By-Laws and Rules of 
Fellowship be tabled until we are ready for rational con- 
sideration of the change contemplated. In this way we 
may avert the animosities that spring from misunder- 
standing. 

It seems obvious to me that the word Christian is 
loaded with connotations of orthodoxy and that, conse- 
quently, it is high time we honestly clarified our stand by 
repovieg the wording in our By-Laws and Rules of 
Fellowship. The action of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in America was valid, was it not? 
We do not accept the traditional Christian creeds and 
doctrines, we do not believe that Jesus was the only 
anointed one or the only begotten Son, we are not 
obsessed with the idea of man as a penitent sinner, we 
do not believe in apostolic succession, nor are we content 
to be designated by a term that, to many people, has 
even the Pharisaical meaning of decency and respecta- 
bility — “God, I thank thee that I am not like other 

”” Why, then, should we continue to emphasize our 


men. 
Christian more than our Universalist heritage, just as 
though we belonged to another orthodox denomination ? 

It is true, admittedly, that ours is a church based 
largely upon a Judeo-Christian and Graeco-Christian 
tradition, though certainly upon what orthodoxy con 
siders most heretical aspects and elements of that tradi- 
tion. If we are undoubtedly Christian in a broad cultural 
sense, we are positively u#Christian in most of the major 
theological and ecclesiastical senses. Well, then, we have 
the excellent term Universalist (none better), about the 
meaning of which there should be no doubt in our minds. 

Yet the fact remains that timidity, uncertainty, doubt 
are bedeviling us. Where is Universalist salvation, 
Murrayite or Ballouist? If we are not yet ready to face 
this vital issue without quibbling over words, I suggest” 
that this matter be put on the table until we are ready. 
Wrangling is not in the Universalist spirit. | 

Because we are not facing this issue rationally, three) 
of our outstanding liberals have had to suggest that we 
emphasize our unity and avoid foolish controversy. In 
doing so, they have displayed both unusual courage and) 
an admirable sense of devotion to the ampler spirit of 
Universalism. We all know, I think, on which side these 
men stand; and yet everyone on the other side knows 
they “drew a circle that took him in.” , | 

_ Kincssury Bancei 
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South Weymouth, Mass. 
The Christian Leader! 


Our Library Desk 


BY THE FINGER OF GOD 


| By S. V. 
boric. 


on so ‘ 
book is hewed to a most exacting 
line without any extra strokes or 
curious sideli 


its. 

The ayllecs of the book is “only 
to set the stories of demon possession 
in a realistic light, and make them 
comprehensible to modern persons 
i alan them in the hight of 
what psychiatry now has to say 
about mental illnesses which pro- 
duce the same general symptom 
today, although they are described 
with a different vocabulary.” The 
author says, “There is no justifica- 
tion for groundless speculation with 
regard tothem. Weare accustomed 
to think of ourselves as separated 
from the ancients by an impassable 
gulf of twenty centuries. This is 
true in a chronological sense. But 
in psychic terms the ancient world 
is separated from ours only by the 
exceedingly thin veil of a changed 
vocabulary.” 

With this purpose in mind, the 
author, a Biblical scholar conver- 
sant in psychiatry, proceeds to 
examine the stories of demonic exor- 
cism as related by the Gospel 
authors. He delineates three atti- 
tudes now current concerning the 
demon stories. First, there are 
those “who believe that the inci 
dents really happened . . . although 
they do not ae such things to 
occur now.” There are others who 
“on scientific grounds have rejected 
the belief in demons, assume as a 
matter of course that the New 
Testament stories are legends. . .”. 
And there is the third group “now 
growing exceedingly small, who not 
only believe that the New Testa- 
ment stories are literally true, but 
also to this day still interpret the 
affilictions of the world as resulting 
from the activity of malignant 
demons on human beings.” Of 
course, if this latter group is at 
all critical in its thinking, it must 
‘necessarily “reject the advances of 
our medical science.” 
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The author is not a protagonist 
for any of the three. The point of 
contact between the modern psy- 
chiatrist and the ancient exorcists, 
including Jesus, is in the techniques 
of “suggestion”. The differences 
between them are due to the differ- 
ence in the psychology of the two 
cultures. 

In conclusion, the author main- 
tains that the weight of evidence 
makes it plain that Jesus was an 
exorcist and that this activity was 
not incidental or unimportant in his 
life, that it must be placed along 
side his teachings and his personal 
life if we are to more thoroughly 
understand him. 

The book is thoroughly docu- 
mented and brings into focus a 
largely ignored area of the Gospels. 

—Jouwn E. Woop 


INDIA AFIRE 

By Clare and Harris Wofford 

John Day Co. 

Price $4.00 

A quick look at the non-fiction 
counter of most bookstores is really 
a good indication of the fear of com- 
munism and Russia that holds so 
much of America in its grip. It is 
startling, yet refreshing, to pick up 
the new book India Afire (John 
Day Co.) by Clare and Harris 
Wofford. Very rarely do I feel the 
urge to go “all out” in plugging a 
book, but here is one. Through the 
eyes of two young Americans we are 
given the grim, yet exciting and 
hopeful, picture of one-fifth of the 
world’s people struggling through 
peaceful severance from imperial 
rule and on the verge of an even 
more powerful revolution. India: 
where the choice between commun- 
ism, fascism or true democracy is 
yet to be made. India: where is ex- 
emplified the awakening of all 
peoples to the idea of equality. 
While the eyes of the West are 

fixed fearfully on the Soviet Union, 
and the military defense machine is 
rapidly being built up, are we going 
to let the near-starving, disease- 
ridden, economically undeveloped 
areas of the world shift almost com- 
pletely for themselves—or are we 
going to do something constructive 


and imaginative in aiding a healthy 
new Imdia as envisioned by Gandhi. 

The authors of this book are both 
Shawnee-ites and have studied and 
traveled widely in Europe, Africa 
and Asia. They are sensitive and 
experienced observers. The book ° 
also contains a wealth of historical 
background and information on 
seas and present day leaders, f 
cluding a surprising appraisal o 
Nebne prising app 

If my enthusiasm for this book 
appears over abundant it is only 
because to me it seems like a bright 
beacon in the present sea of frustra- 
tions and stalemates in the ideolog- 
ical conflict. —-Ann Postma Forp 


PAUL AND HIS 
INTERPRETERS 

By Albert Schweitzer 

The Macmillan Company 

Price $3.50 

During the present interest in the 
life and work of Albert Schweitzer, 
the Macmillan Company has rend- 
ered the admirersof Dr. Schweitzer 
a distinct service in publishing 
another edition of this Soltis For 
this is one of the works which made 
Schweitzer known as a real theo- 
logian. 

Dr. Schweitzer presents all that 
has been written on Paul from the 
time of Baur to 1912. Nearly all 
who discussed the Apostle were sure 
that Paul had imbibed Hellenistic 
elements into his thinking and thus 
had created a religion which com- 
bined primitive Christian and ma- 
ture Greek speculation upon the 
profound mysteries of life. 

Over against these views, Schweit- 
zer states that Paul did not borrow 
from the mystery cults of his time, 
nor did he Hellenize primitive 
Christian beliefs. On the other 
hand, all his ideas were derived 
from Judaism, as were those of the 
early Christians. The Hellenistic 
aspects of Christian development 
came into being after Paul’s time 
and the men who led this move- 
ment took nothing from Paul. 

Such is Dr. Schweitzer’s thesis. 
Here is an opportunity for all min- 
isters to obtain this classic treatise. 

Donatp B. F. Hoyr 
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News of Churches and Church People | 


The sixty-third annual National 
Convention of the Universalist 
Youth Fellowship was held at Camp 
Idlewild, Lake Winnipesaukee, New 
Hampshire, June 25-30. 

The convention, which was held 
jointly with the American Unitarian 
Youth Fellowship, brought together 
sixty delegates from Universalist 
groups and ninety delegates from 
Unitarian groups. Each group held 
its own business sessions while the 
workshop study groups, commis- 
sions and recreational programs 
were conducted jointly. 

The principal action of the two 
conventions was the adoption by 
both groups of a report of a Joint 
Universalist-Unitarian Relations 
Committee. The report contained 
a resolution stating that “the long- 
run objective of the Universalist 
Youth Fellowship be _ organic 
union with the American Unitarian 
Youth Fellowship.” The report as 
adopted also contained directives 
continuing the Joint Relations Com- 
mittee, providing for a joint conven- 
tion next year, and the presentation 
of a plan of union in 1953. 

Charles Collier, retiring from the 
presidency after four years in office, 
gave an optimistic annual report 
and said in closing, “Through in- 
creased participation by you and 
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your local group a better, stronger 
national program can be realized. 
We are counting on you.” 

The Report of the Director of 
Youth, Alice M. Harrison, revealed 
the fact that Miss Harrison serves 
not only Universalist youth in our 
organized national fellowship, but 
also unorganized Universalist youth. 

Elected to office for the coming 
year were: president, Rozelle Royall, 
Clinton, North Carolina; vice-pres- 
ident, Richard Woodman, Bidde- 
ford, Maine; treasurer, Fannie Eng- 
strom, Chelsea, Massachusetts; sec- 
retary, Jean Norton, Boston, Mass- 
achusetts; ttustees for two years: 
George Ulrich, Concord, New 
Hampshire; King Hempel, Swamp- 
scott, Massachusetts; trustee for 
one year, Marilyn Moore, Acton, 
Massachusetts. 


The faculty and staff of the con-\ 


vention were Dr. Hubert Coffey, 
Harvard; Priscilla Darling, Boston; 
the Rev. and Mrs. Philip R. Giles, 
Boston; Alice M. Harrison, Boston; 
the Rev. Paul Henniges, Boston; 
Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone, Boston; 
Dr. Tracy M. Pullman, Detroit, 
Michigan; Dr. William B. Rice, 
Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts; the 
Rev. Vincent B. Silliman, Hollis, 
New York; and Milly Vickers, 
Boston. 


FORM NEW 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF UNIVERSALIST LAYMEN 


Organization of a National Associ- 
ation of Universalist Men “‘to make 
the Universalist Church known and 
felt as a positive unifying force in 
today’s world’’ was completed Sat- 
urday, June 23, at the Church of 
the Divine Paternity, Central Park 
West at 76th Street, New York City. 
The new Lay association, which will 
also promote moral leadership in 
civic affairs and encourage young 
men to enter the Universalist min- 
istry, will represent nearly 50,000 
male church members in forty-eight 
states. 


Harold Latham of Arlington, New 
Jersey, vice president of the Mac- — 


millan Company, was elected presi- 
dent of the Association, and other 
officers named included Cyrus F. 
Springall of Malden, Massachusetts, 
vice president; H. W. Felton of 
Montrose, Pennsylvania, secretary; 


Daniel Albrecht of Joliet, Ilinois, © 


treasurer; James Philoon of Auburn, — 
Maine, historian. Committee chair-_ 
men elected were Forrest E. Keller — 


of Washington, D. C., program; 
Kingsbury Badger of South Wey- 


‘mouth, Massachusetts, ministerial 
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Hj ;ooks of Remembrance 


Record the life history of your 
church alon; 
whose gifts have benefited your church. 

Beautiful, hand-tooled leather books 
with band-engrossed pages are exhibited 

sitories, 

Also, exquisite stained glass win- 
dows and thurch furnishings. Send for 
our catalog. 


ITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


Dean Academy and Junior College 
Franklin, Mass. 


Delightfully located in a beautiful 
old New England town. 
Homelike atmosphere for boys 
| and girls working together under 
normal life conditions. 
Courses of study offered on the 
High School and Junior College 
levels. 


Intensive review courses in prep- 
aration for college entrance require- 
ments in the Academy. ¥ 

Junior College courses that major 


in Secretarial Science, Business, 
Commercial Art, Fashion Design, 
Medical Assistant, Medical Secre- 
tarial, Home Economics, and Liberal 
Arts. 
Send for catalog. Specify which. 
WIDLIAM C. GARNER 
Headmaster and President 


TUFTS COLLEGE 


Completing Its First Century 
Planning for Its Second Century 


‘ Nine Schools with 
Unusual Resources 


‘Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., LL.D. President 


For information address: 
Medford 55, Massachusetts 
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with the names of those | § 


L 16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


recruitment; Roland Gammon of 
New York City, publicity. 

Presided over by S. B. Butler of 
Groton, Connecticut, chairman of 
the organizing committee chosen 
last October at the first National 
Laymen’s Conference in Washing- 
ton, D. C., the committee drew up a 
proposed constitution and by-laws 
to be submitted to biennial General 
Assembly at Portland, Maine, Aug- 
ust 29-September 1. In addition to 
increasing the Church’s influence 
“as a positive unifying force”, the 
Association’s stated purposes will 
be: 1) to promote and _ sustain 
among all Universalist laymen a 
lively consciousness of the mission 
of Universalism and a vital part in 
shaping its course; 2) to offer to 
laymen concrete ways of doing 
something to further the purposes 
of our bond of fellowship; 3) to 
enlist the active interest of laymen 
throughout the churches in denom- 
inational affairs and their assistance 
in the study and solution of the 
problems of The Universalist Church 
of America and in carrying its 
projects to successful conclusion on 
the local level; 4) to encourage and 
assist devoted young men to go into 
the Universalist ministry; 5) to 
assist and sponsor the formation of 
more active local laymen’s groups. 

Of the several national commit- 
tees named, the delegates empha- 
sized that the program and publicity 
committees would determine, to a 
major extent, the success of the new 
organization. The program group, 
“charged with conceiving and initia- 
ting projects which will command 
the support of the entire national 
membership”, obviously must think 
big, talk big and act big —if the 
laymen’s legion is to attract atten- 
tion within and without its ranks. 
The publicity crew, detailed as a 
task force “on the ready” both to 
make and comment on the news, 
will try to publicize the Universalist 
Men’s activities in the press and, 
whenever possible, will express un- 
official Universalist opinion on major 
national and international issues. 

Attending the all-day sessions in 
New York City were S. B. Butler of 
Groton, Connecticut, Ross Gleason 
of Washington, D. C., David Snow 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
Harold Latham and Roland Gam- 
mon of New York. 


EDUCATION FOR 
LIBERAL MINISTRY 


Theological School of 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Thorough Religious 
Education Course 
Freedom and Fellowship 


Write for information 


Dr. Max A. Kapp 
Canton, N. Y. 


OBITUARY 


MRS. ANNA BELLE 
ALDRIDGE VAN TASSELL 

Mrs, Anna Belle Aldridge Van 
Tassell died May 22, 1951 ,at Oak- 
land, California. 

he was graduated from St. 
Lawrence University of Canton, 
N. Y. in 1897 and took her B. D. 
degree in 1899, She was ordained as 
a minister‘of the Universalist 
Church in 1897. She was also a 
Fellowship minister in the Uni- 
tarian Church. 

She held pastorates in Natural 
Bridge, N. Y. and Montpelier, 
Vermont. She was assistant pastor 
at Oshkosh, and Mukwonago, Wis- 
consin, and also did supply and lec- 
ture work. 

She married the Rev. Robert D. 
Van Tassell in 1902 and became the 
mother of two children, Raymond 
and Wenona Van Tassell. 

She moved to California in 1920 
and has kept up her ministerial 
Fellowship in the state by doing wel- 
fare work in the Red Cross and 
other charitable institutions. 

In recent years, she has been 
closely identified with “The Fel- 
lowship of Humanity”, a liberal 
educational forum which she helped 
to organize. 


It is much easier to be critical than to be 
correct. 
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GOWNS 


PULPIT- CHOIR 
CONFIRMATION 


DOOLITTLE HOME 
for the Aged 


Foxboro, Massachusetts 


Additional income is needed 
for current expenses. Annual 
dues, two dollars. Gifts grate- 
fully received. 


Additional funds are needed 
for maintenance. Remember 
the Home in your will. 


A UNIVERSALIST HOME 
FOR UNIVERSALIST PERSONS 


LOOKING FORWARD! 


TO THE FALL SEASON OF 
CHURCH AND 
SCHOOL ACTIVITY 
WHEN YOU THINK 
OF BIBLES 
REMEMBER 
THE WIDEST ASSORTMENT 


AT THE MOST 
ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES 
COME FROM 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BIBLE SOCIETY 


41 Bromfield Street 
Boston 8, Mass. 
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SEMINAR FOR NEW 
UNIVERSALIST MINISTERS 

A seminar for new Universalist 
ministers opened at headquarters, 
16 Beacon Street, Boston, Tuesday 
afternoon, June 19, and continued 
through Thursday afternoon, June 
Zip last: 

Men ordained or received into 
fellowship this year heard informal 
lectures and took part in discussion 


of church program and policy in 


every department and concern of 
The Universalist Church of America 
and its auxiliaries. 

Dr. Robert Cummins, General 
Superintendent, opened the seminar 
with a presentation of the Organiza- 
tion of the Universalist Church. 
Other speakers were the Rev. Hor- 
ton Colbert, director of the Depart- 
ment of Education; Mary Lillie, 
Alice M. Harrison, Virginia Ward, 
who took part in an Education 
Round Table Discussion of Educa- 
tion; the Rev. Philip R. Giles spoke 
on The Minister's Obligation to His 
Denomination and on Business Ad- 
ministration. A. Ingham Bicknell, 
treasurer of The Universalist Church 
of America and an attorney, dis- 
cussed Our Ministry and the Law. 
The subject of Dr. Emerson Hugh 
Lalone, editor of The Christian 
Leader, was The History of Univer- 
salism and Its Church and Fournal- 
ism and Publications. The Rev. 
Carleton M. Fisher, Mrs. Cyrus 
Springall and Mrs. J. R. Bowman 
discussed Service Projects. The Rev. 
Dana E. Klotzle spoke on Public 
Relations and Publicity. Dr. Benja- 
min B. Hersey, chairman of the 
Department of the Ministry, Dr. 
William Wallace Rose and the Rev. 
Robert M. Rice spoke on Aspects of 
the Ministry. Professor Alfred S. 
Cole discussed The Laws of Fellow- 
ship, Government and Discipline. 

Chapel services were led by the 


Rey. Robert M. Rice and the Rev. 


Kenneth Patton. 

The Ministers attending the Sem- 
inar were David Hayeman, Robert 
LH. Miller, Melvin C. Van de 
Workeen, John A. Farmakis, John 
Cummins, Fred A. Russell, Jr., 
Robert S. Wolley, Carl J. Westman, 
Paul M. Husted, Fred LeShane, 
William G. Wetzel, Boyd W. Tucker, 
John C. Fuller, Francis Rockwell. 


I am often tired zz, but never of my work. 


;-~"""""Special Order Coupon 


TUFTS COLLEGE 
School of Religion 


A Training Center 
for Liberal Ministers 
and Church Workers 


* 


Five $1000 Fellowships avail- 
able to aid college graduates 
in Training for the Ministry 
of the Universalist Church 


For information address: 


JOHN M. RATCLIFF, DEAN 
Tufts College, 
Medford 55, Mass. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF RELIGION 


VERGILIUS FERM, Editor 
with 190 Collaborators 


66 paedts encyclopedia of religion 
deserves a warm welcome. It 
is published at what, in view of its 
bulk and contents, must be re- 
garded as a most modest price. In 
clear print it embraces tens of 
thousands of articles. All the sig- 
nificant religions of the world are 
included, Christian, Jewish, Mos- 
lem, Buddhist, Hindu and the rest. 
A truly great achievement.” 
—N. Y. Times 
“There is every prospect that this 
will be a volume too frequently 
used to be allowed ever to get far 


out of reach.” : 
—The Christian Century 


Subjects Include: 


@ Religions of the World 
@ Protestant Denominations 
@ Biblical Terms 
@ Church History 
®@ Founders of Religions 
@ Rituals and Religious 
Practices, etc. 


900 Pages Limited Edition 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 
15 East 40th St., Desk 573, New York 16, N.Y. 
Enclosed is $........ for. cco copy(ies) of 
the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION, at $10 
per copy. 


ADDRESS | 
(Expedite shipment by enclosing remittance) 4 
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REPORT OF THE REVISIONS 
COMMITTEE OF THE 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSALIST WOMEN 
‘hange the Cover by adding Revised 1951 
nd by adding Universalist Church of 
‘merica, so that it shall read: 
CONSTITUTION 
AND 
BY-LAWS 
OF 


THE ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSALIST WOMEN 
OF THE 
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
OF AMERICA 
Revised 1951 
Article V—Special Funds 
Constitution Line 1 Change to read as 
allows: Special Endowment Funds shall be 
reated from designated bequests, donations 
nd special membership fees, the income only 
o be used for the expenses and work of the 
issociation. 

Undesignated bequests shall constitute a 
general Fund which, in a situation adjudged 
o be an emergency, may, by the unanimous 
‘ote of the members'of the Executive Board, 
ve drawn upon to finance such emergency. 

: Article VI—Auditor 

Constitution Line 3 Add “‘those of all 
Yommittees whose activities involve a 
yadget.” So that it shall read: 

Once a year the books of the Treasurer, 
he Financial Secretary, the Office Secretary 
ind those of all committees whose activities 
nvolve a budget shall be reconciled by a 
mblic accountant to be appointed annually 


Executive Board and to the biennial meeting 
if the Association. 
Article [X—Officers 

Constitution First Paragraph—Line 4 
Delete three and add five before trustees. 
So that it shall read: 

The officers of this Association shall con- 
fist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a 
Recording Secretary, a Treasurer and five 
[rustees. These officers shall constitute the 
Executive Board of the Association, 

Article I—Departmental Personnel 

By-Laws First Paragraph—Line 3 Delete 
the words Chairman of Denominational 
Activities and add “‘one other Board member 
to be appointed by the President.” So that 
t shall read: 

The Department of Education shall con- 
sist of the Executive Director, the Chairman 
of Social Action and one other Board mem- 
ber appointed by the President. 
| Second Paragraph—Delete the words “for 
work in North Carolina. the Chairman of 
International Relations and the Chairman 
for the Clara Barton Birthplace” and add 
“of all Outreach projects which are or shall 
be set up as specific work of this Association.” 
' So that it shall read: 

The Department of Outreach shall include 
the Chairman of all outreach projects which 
are or shall be set up as specific work of this 


ation. 

Article ar ae Secretary 

_ By-Laws Line 2—Add following shall keep 
“fall minutes of the proceedings of the 
Convention, and of the Executive Board.” 
that it shall read: 


dial 1951 


The Recording Secretary shall keep full 
minutes of the proceedings of the Convention 
and the Executive Board. She shall keep a 
record of all work performed by the Associa- 
tion, and submit a report of thé same 
biennially, 

Article 11J—Treasurer 

By-Laws Paragraph 3—Following “She 
shall hold all mortgages, bonds or other 
valuable papers” add “she may deposit the 
foregoing in a banking institution to be 
designated by the Executive Board, and 
when so deposited shall hold a receipt for 
same.” So that it shall read: 


She shall invest the Permanent Funds of 
the Association in accordance with instruc- 
tions of the Finance Committee. She shall 
hold all mortgages, bonds and other valuable 
papers. She may deposit the foregoing in a 
banking institution to be designated by the 
Executive Board and when so deposited hold 
a receipt for same. 

Paragraph 5—Delete and substitute as 
follows so that it shall read: 

The Chairman of the Department of 
Finance shall be authorized to sign checks 
in place of the Treasurer, in case the Execu- 
tive Board shall advise that the Treasurer is 
unable to perform her duties, and such chair- 
man of the Department of Finance shall be 
duly recognized at the banks as having been 
so authorized. 

Article 1V—Duties of Committee 

By-Laws Paragraph 1, Line 8—Executive 
Board—Insert a comma _ between Real 
Estate and bonds. 

Paragraph 1, Line 6—Finance Committee. 
Add “One member of this committee shall 
be charged with the making of recommenda- 
tions for the purchase and sale of securities.” 
So that it shall read: 

The Finance Committee shall be composed 
of the following. The Chairman of Finance 
who shall serve as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, the Treasurer, the Financial Secre- 
tary, and two members of the Executive 
Board. One member of this Committee shall 
be charged with the making of recommenda- 
tions for the purchase and sale of securities. 

Paragraph 1—Committee for work in 
North Carolina. Delete the entire paragraph 
and title. 


SHELTER NECK WORK CAMP 
INSTITUTE 


The North Carolina Universalist 
Youth Fellowship held its annual 
institute at Shelter Neck. N.C. 
June 10-17. 

The following officers were elected: 
Peggy Ward, delegate to the Na- 
tional Universalist Youth Fellow- 
ship Convention; president, Pe 
Ward, Red Fully Church; Aa 
resident, Baxter Savage, Rocky 
Nous Church; secretary, Carol 
Rouse, Kinston Church; assistant 
secretary and reporter, Jane Wilkins, 
Red Hill Church; treasurer, Clara 
Lee Quinn, Outlaw’s Bridge Church; 
representative to state board, Marie 
Prater, Outlaw’s Bridge Church; 
Bryant Balkoum, Red Hill Church. 


Mrs. Albert Bell, Rocky Mount 
Church, acted as dean of the insti- 
tute and the Rey. Maurice Cobb, 
Chapel Hill, assistant dean. 

The members of the faculty were 
Mrs. J. Albert Bell, the Rev. 
Carleton M. Fisher, the Rev. 
Maurice Cobb. The members of 
the staff were the Rev. L. C. Prater, 
the Rev. Maurice Cobb, Pauline 
Outlaw. Carol Rouse was the editor 
of the daily paper, The Grey Moss. 

Each camper participated in the 
morning work periods. Many per- 


_ manent improvements were made 


in the camp. The campers painted 
the chapel roof, built one set of con- 
crete steps and painted the front 
room of the main building. 


The Bethany Union for Young Women 
256 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 


A UNIVERSALIST INSTITUTION 


Offers the adyantage of a com- 
fortable home to young women of 
moderate means, both business 
women and students. The Union is 
within easy access of all parts of 
Boston. 


Attractive rates for room and 
board, including light and heat. 


For further information write to 
MRS. PEARL S. DUMAS 
Superintendent 
256 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 
ALICE C. LANE, President 
FRANK A. DEWICK, Treasurer 


THE 
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 
Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 


Devoted to the education of 
young men and women for 
responsible citizenship and for 
positions ef leadership in busi- 

"mess, government, and the 
professions. 


EUGENE GARRETT BEWKES 
President 
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Starr’ King School of Ministry 


2h Le Conte Ave., 
Berkeley 9, Calif. 


NOTICES 
CENTRAL FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
Ratified the action of the Mas- 
sachusetts Fellowship Committee in 
granting to William DeWolfe and 
Charles A. Reinhardt the right to 
administer the Christian ordinances. 
Ester A. Ricuarpson, Secretary 


CONNECTICUT FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
The Rev. David Owen Long, 
minister of the Universalist Church 
in Danbury, having complied with 
the requirements of the Connecticut 
Fellowship Committee for the period 
of one year, is hereby granted full 
fellowship as of June 12, 1951. 
Hersert E, Benton, Secretary 


MAINE ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSALIST WOMEN 

The fifty-seventh annual sessions 
of the Association of Universalist 
Women of Maine will be held in the 
Dexter Universalist Church, Sep- 
tember 30 to October 2, 1951, to 
hear reports, the election of officers, 
and to transact any other business 
that may legally come before the 
meeting. 

Dora S. Wisu, Secretary 


MICHIGAN FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

On June 23, 1951, the Michigan 
Universalist Convention granted Tek 
ter of transfer to the Rev. Robert 
E. Campbell to Iowa; accepted 
letter of transfer for the Rev. Argyl 
Houser from New York. 

Mary L. Pererson, Secretary 


NEW YORK FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
On June 11, 1951, accepted the 
Rev. Dudley R. Child on transfer 
from Massachusetts; granted a let- 
ter of license for one year from 
June 15, 1951 to Miss Doris Belcher. 
Lyman AcHENBACH, Secretary 
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June 51 


The Headquarters Build- 
ing of The Universalist 
Church of America will be 
closed at noon, August 29, 


to permit staff members to 
go to Portland, Maine, for 
the opening of the General 
Assembly. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION 
The Universalist Convention of 
North Carolina Inc. will meet in 
annual session at Red Hill church 
beginning Friday morning Oct. 5, 
1951 and ending on Sunday Oct. 7, 
1951. Official reports will be given 
also officers will be elected and other 
business will be disposed of at this 
time. 
Eart P. Martruews, Secretary 


OHIO FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

At a meeting held in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, June 16, 1951, the Ohio Fel- 
lowship Committee took the follow- 
ing action: 

Granted full fellowship to the 
Rev. Jack T. Aiken after having 
served a full year as minister of the 
church at Cincinnati, Ohio; ac- 
cepted the transfer of Wells E. 
Behee from the New York Fellow- 
ship Committee; granted the author- 
ity to perform the Christian or- 


dinances to Wells E. Behee, subject 


to the approval of the Central Fel- 
lowship Committee. 
Harriet E. Drutey, Secretary 


VERMONT AND QUEBEC 
UNIVERSALIST-UNITARIAN 
CONVENTION 

The 118th Annual session of the 
Vermont and Quebec Universalist: 
Unitarian Convention will be held 
in The Church of the Messiah, 
Unitarian, at Montpelier, Vermont, 


.and I should have gone but I didn’t. 


. 


(Section 520, P.L. and R.). 


on October 12 and 13, 1951. 
The state and provincial Associa- | 
tion of Universalist Women will | 
meet at noon on October 12. | 
Convention business sessions will | 
be held in the afternoon of the | 
twelfth and the morning of the 
thirteenth. 
Carroiu Fenwick, Jr., | 

Secretary | 


CLOSE THE CHURCH!.... 
We are indebted to Mrs. Lester 
Greenleaf of Cortland for this state- 
ment on “I Voted to Close The 
Church!” which was sent to a Pres- 
byterian minister in Newark, N. Y.— 
He printed it in his church bulletin. 
Last Sunday, I voted to close the | 
Church; not intentionally, not ma-| 
liciously, but carelessly, thought- 
lessly, lazily, indifferent, I voted. | 
I voted to close the Open Bible | 
that had been given to us by years 
of struggle and by the blood of mar- | 
tyrs who died that we might have it | 
to read. | 
I voted for our minister to stop” 
preaching the glorious truth of the 
gospel. 
I voted that the children of the 
Church School no longer be taught. 
I voted for the voice of the choir 
and of the congregation to be:stilled | 
and that they no longer sing. 
I voted for the darkness of super- 
stition, the degrading influence of 
sin, the blight of ignorance and the- 
curse of aan greed of an already 
overburdened world. Carelessly, 
thoughtlessly, lazily, indifferently, 
I voted. i 
For—you see—I could have gone. 


| 
| 
: 
{ 
| 


I stayed away from church, last 
Sunday. 49 


vj 
i 


7 


Plumber: “‘Sorry, sir, I’ve for- 
gotten my tools.” 7 Sgn 
Professor: “That’s all right, my 
good man, I’ve forgotten what 1 
wanted you for.” cal 
—The W atchman-Examiner 
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